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1
COOLING-BASED POWER LIMITING
SYSTEM AND METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

This patent disclosure relates generally to powertrains that
include engines connected to transmissions and, more par-
ticularly, to transmission power management systems and
methods.

BACKGROUND

Earthmoving machines typically operate in various envi-
ronments and perform various tasks. Certain tasks require the
machine to pull or push heavy loads at low ground speeds and
at various inclinations for prolonged periods. Examples of
such machines include motor graders, pavers, bulldozers and
other types of machines that can shape the earth, as well as
machines that carry heavy loads such as trucks. In addition to
operating under heavy load conditions, machines can often
operate at extreme environments where high ambient tem-
peratures are present.

To provide the required torque capability and to enable
efficient and reliable operation, certain earthmoving-type
machines are powered by internal combustion engines such
as engines operating on diesel, natural gas, gasoline and/or
other fuel types. In a typical application, the internal combus-
tion engine is connected to and drives a transmission, which
is capable of providing various gear ratios. Machine propel
systems, i.e., systems configured for moving the machine
along the ground, which can include wheels, tracks or other
ground engaging member types, may receive power through
the transmission.

Many different transmission types can be used to power
machines. In certain applications, continuously variable
transmissions may be used because of their flexibility in
operating under many different gear ratios. Such capability is
advantageous, especially in those machine applications that
control engine speed within narrow ranges for efficiency, fuel
economy, noise attenuation and other reasons. Thus, for a
given engine speed, a continuously variable transmission
(CVT) may be adjusted to provide a relatively slow ground
speed at high torque and at relatively low engine speeds.

However, machines operating at low engine speeds and at
high load, especially in hot ambient environments, have been
known to cause overheating in the engine of the machine,
especially if operation under such conditions is for prolonged
periods. Engine overheating, which can lead to engine failure
or seizing, in certain instances, is the result of insufficient
cooling provided by an engine cooling system, which
depends on active cooling of engine coolant through a radia-
tor to maintain proper engine temperature. As is known from
typical applications, engine cooling systems utilize ram air
passing over a radiator when the machine is moving to pro-
vide convective cooling of the radiator. When the machine is
motionless or slow moving, convective radiator cooling is
promoted by an engine-operated fan, which may be electri-
cally, mechanically or hydraulically driven.

Known systems address operation under conditions that
may lead to engine overheating using passive means, for
example, by alerting the operator of the engine overheating
condition. If an engine overheating condition is not
addressed, known systems include safety measures that can
shut down the engine to avoid engine damage due to over-
heating. Apart from such passive measures, known systems
are unable to address machine operation under conditions that
can lead to engine overheating. To avoid such conditions,
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operator knowledge, experience and training are the best
methods for avoiding machine damage.

SUMMARY

The disclosure describes, in one aspect, a machine that
includes an engine and an engine cooling system associated
with the engine and configured to remove engine heat from
the engine. The machine further includes a transmission. The
transmission is connected to the engine and configured to
transmit engine power from the engine to a driven load. The
transmission controls an amount of engine power transmitted
to the driven load in response to a transmission command
signal. The machine further includes a controller associated
with the engine and the transmission. The controller provides
the transmission control signal to the transmission. The con-
troller is disposed to determine an engine operating condition,
determine a transmission operating condition, and adjust the
transmission command signal to reduce the amount of engine
power transmitted to the driven load when the engine operat-
ing condition indicates that the engine cooling system
removes insufficient heat from the engine.

In another aspect, the disclosure describes a cooling-based
power limiting system. The system includes a power plant
producing useable power and a cooling unit associated with
the power plant and having a cooling capacity that depends on
power plant operating conditions. The power limiting system
further includes a driven system operating on the useable
power, and a transmission. The transmission is connected
between the power plant and the driven system and is config-
ured to transfer power therebetween. The transmission imple-
ments a power limit when transferring power from the power
plant to the driven system in response to a transmission power
limit command. A controller associated with the power plant,
the cooling unit and the transmission is configured to lower
the power limit of the transmission when the power plant is
operating under a condition in which the cooling capacity is
insufficient to cool the power plant.

Inyet another aspect, the disclosure describes a method for
limiting power transmitted from an engine through a trans-
mission in a machine powertrain. The engine is associated
with a cooling system. The method includes operating the
engine at an engine speed and engine load, and operating the
transmission at a transmission ratio. A maximum transmis-
sion output power limit is determined using the engine speed
as a primary control parameter based on a cooling capacity of
the cooling system, and the transmission ratio is adjusted
based on the maximum transmission output power.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an outline view of an exemplary machine in
accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram for a machine powertrain in
accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram for a transmission power con-
troller in accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is ablock diagram for an exemplary implementation
of a transmission power controller in accordance with the
disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for a method of controlling transmis-
sion power in accordance with the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure relates to power management systems for
machines and, more particularly, to power management sys-
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tems and methods for adjusting transmission power under
certain machine operating conditions. The power manage-
ment systems disclosed herein are effective in mitigating
machine operation that can lead to engine overheating, espe-
cially under operating conditions having low engine speeds at
high engine loads.

A side view of a machine 100, in this example a motor
grader 101, is shown in FIG. 1. The term “machine” is used
generically to describe any machine having at least one drive
wheel that is directly driven by a motor connected to the
wheel, for example, by use of electrical or hydrostatic power,
or is alternatively driven by mechanical means by an engine
through a transmission. The motor grader 101 shown in FIG.
1 generally includes a two-piece frame made up of an engine
frame 102 and an implement portion 104. Alternatively, the
motor grader 101 may include a single frame piece. The
engine frame 102 in the embodiment shown is connected to
the implement portion 104 by a pivot (not shown). The imple-
ment portion 104 includes an operator cab 106 and two idle
wheels 108 (only one visible) that contact the ground. A
shovel or blade 110 is suspended along a mid-portion of the
implement portion 104. The blade 110 can be selectively
adjusted to engage the ground at various heights and angles to
achieve a desired grade or contour while the motor grader 101
operates. Adjustment of the position of the blade 110 is
accomplished by a system of actuators, generally denoted in
FIG. 1 as 112, while support for the loading experienced by
the blade 110 during operation is accomplished by a bar 114,
which pivotally connects the implement portion 104 to the
blade 110.

The engine frame 102 supports an engine (shown and
described relative to FIG. 2 below), which is protected from
the elements by an engine cover 116. The engine provides the
power necessary to propel the motor grader 101 as well as to
operate the various actuators and systems of the motor grader
101. As can be appreciated, other machines may have differ-
ent configurations and/or various other implements associ-
ated therewith. The engine cover 116 includes grates and
other openings that allow air to pass over and cool engine
components.

FIG. 2 illustrates a powertrain 200 of the machine 100. The
powertrain 200 includes an engine 201, which has an output
shaft 204 connected to a transmission 208. An output shaft
212 of'the transmission 208 is connected to a splitter 214 that
powers two drive shafts 216. The drive shafts can be con-
nected to other gears and/or drive system components (not
shown), which are in turn connected to and drive the wheels
118 (FIG. 1) of the machine 100 either directly or indirectly.
In alternative embodiments such as in tracked vehicle appli-
cations, the drive shafts 216 may directly or indirectly power
sprockets that move tracks along the ground (not shown).

The powertrain 200 may further include control devices
disposed within the operator cab 106 (FIG. 1). In the illus-
trated embodiment, the control devices include an accelerator
ortorque control pedal 220 having an accelerator pedal sensor
(APS) 222 and a gear selector lever 224 having a lever
encoder 226. The APS 222 and lever encoder 226 may be
configured to provide signals indicative of the desired ground
speed of the machine 100 that is commanded by an operator
during use. Other control devices may also be included but
have been omitted from the illustration for simplicity.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the engine 201
includes an interface 228 that is connected to a communica-
tion channel 230 with an engine governor 232. The engine
governor 232 operates to monitor and control the function of
various engine systems, such as monitor sensor readings from
various engine sensors, control engine speed and load output

20

30

40

45

55

4

and so forth, by receiving information and transmitting com-
mands to various engine components through the communi-
cation channel 230. As shown, the engine governor 232, or
another controller connected to the governor 232, is further
connected to various vehicle components that can control
engine operation. The governor 232 is embodied here as an
electronic controller that includes a processor operably asso-
ciated with other electronic components such as a data stor-
age device and the various communication channels. A
throttle communication channel 234 and a gear selection
encoder communication channel 236 are connected to the
governor 232 and configured to provide to the governor 232
information indicative of operator commands, such as the
desired engine speed or load, the desired gear selection set-
ting, the desired ground speed and/or engine speed of the
machine, and the like. It should be appreciated that additional
or alternative connections between the governor 232 and the
various engine and/or vehicle systems may be present but are
not shown for simplicity.

The governor 232 is further configured to receive informa-
tion indicative of the operation of the remaining portion of the
powertrain 200. In this way, the governor 232 is connected to
an engine output shaft speed sensor 238 via an engine speed
communication channel 240 and to a transmission output
speed or powertrain sensor 246 via a transmission output
speed communication channel 248.

The engine 201 further includes a cooling system 202,
which essentially includes a radiator 206, a coolant pump
210, a thermostatic valve 218, and coolant supply and return
lines 242 and 244. A sensor 260 is associated with the return
line 244 and is communicatively connected to the governor
232 such that information indicative of engine coolant tem-
perature is provided to the governor 232 during operation.
When the engine 201 is operating, heated coolant may be
circulated through the cooling system 202 by operation of the
pump 210. The pump 210, although illustrated as being in-
line with the supply coolant line 242, may alternatively be
associated with the return line 244 and, further, may be an
integrated engine component. When the coolant temperature
provided by the engine 201 reaches a predetermined tempera-
ture, for example, about 190 deg. F. (about 88 deg. C.), the
thermostatic valve 218 may route engine coolant through the
radiator 206. Ram air passing over the radiator 206 caused by
machine motion and/or air forced over the radiator 206 by an
engine fan 207, may convectively remove heat from the radia-
tor, thus lowering the temperature of engine coolant passing
therethrough. At other times, the thermostatic valve 218,
which may be mechanically or selectively operated, may
bypass the radiator and return the engine coolant from the
supply line 242 directly to the return line 244.

The powertrain 200 in the illustrated embodiment further
includes a transmission controller 250 that is configured to
control the operation of the transmission 208. Accordingly,
the transmission controller 250 is connected to an interface
252 of the transmission 208 via a transmission communica-
tion channel 254. The interface 252 may include structures
that can selectively alter an equivalent gear ratio to a desired
equivalent gear ratio, in the case of a CVT, or alternatively
engage and disengage various gear sets of the transmission
208 in response to commands from the transmission control-
ler 250. The interface 252, which is shown as a single com-
ponent but which may alternatively be made of a collection of
sensors and actuators associated with the transmission 208,
may additionally provide information to the transmission
controller 250 indicative of the current gear engagement state
of the transmission 208, as well as other information, such as
the power transmitted to the wheels through the transmission
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208, the speed of the output shaft 212, the speed of the shaft
204, and the like. During operation, the transmission control-
ler 250 may command gear ratio changes to the transmission
208 based on predetermined speed thresholds for up-shift and
downshift changes, or may alternatively cause the transmis-
sion 208 to assume a desired equivalent gear ratio com-
manded by the operator via the gear selector lever 224 or other
equivalent manual or automated transmission command
means.

In the illustrated embodiment, information may be
exchanged between the engine governor 232 and the trans-
mission controller 250 via a data bus 256, but it should be
appreciated that, although the engine governor 232 and the
transmission controller 250 are shown as separate compo-
nents, they may alternatively be integrated into a single con-
trol unit or separated into more than two control units. Thus,
either of the engine governor 232 and/or the transmission
controller 250 may be a single controller or may include more
than one controller disposed to control various functions and/
or features of a machine. For example, a master controller,
used to control the overall operation and function of the
machine, may be cooperatively implemented with a motor or
engine controller, used to control the engine 201. In this
embodiment, the terms “controller” or “governor” are meant
to include one, two, or more controllers that may be associ-
ated with the machine 100 and that may cooperate in control-
ling various functions and operations of the machine 100
(FIG. 1). The functionality of these devices, while shown
conceptually in the figures that follow to include various
discrete functions for illustrative purposes only, may be
implemented in hardware and/or software without regard to
the discrete functionality shown. Accordingly, although vari-
ous interfaces of the controller are described relative to com-
ponents of the powertrain system in the figures that follow,
such interfaces are not intended to limit the type and number
of components that are connected, nor the number of control-
lers that are described.

At various times during operation, an operator may com-
mand a relatively low engine speed but at a high engine load
output. At these conditions, the transmission has the capabil-
ity of producing the desired ground speed, but the likelihood
of engine overheating is increased when high engine operat-
ing load is present. As can be appreciated, high engine load
can increase engine exhaust temperature, while low engine
speed can reduce cooling capacity of the cooling system 202
because of, in part, lower induced airflow caused by low
rotational speed of the engine fan 207. Under such conditions,
the governor may include appropriate algorithms that can
detect the presence of such conditions and reduce the power
of the transmission. Transmission power reduction can be
accomplished by reducing, for example, the torque transmit-
ted by the transmission. In the illustrated embodiment, trans-
mission output power is reduced via appropriate control of
transmission operation, but it should be appreciated that any
suitable modes of reducing transmission power throughput
can be used. Also in the illustrated embodiment, engine power
is maintained unatfected, for example, without de-rating the
engine, but in alternative embodiments the maximum pos-
sible engine power output may also be reduced. The trans-
mission power reduction can be temporary, while the trigger-
ing operating conditions are present and, in some
embodiments, can include providing a warning or alert to the
operator before reducing power such that corrective action
can be taken without substantially intruding on the machine’s
operation.

The control algorithms in accordance with this method can
account for a sufficient transmission power reduction to
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6

achieve an engine or machine load factor limit that matches
the cooling ability of the system for those engine and trans-
mission settings. In one exemplary embodiment, transmis-
sion output power may be limited by between 10% and 50%
when the engine is operating below a threshold engine speed.

One embodiment for a control algorithm 300 is shown in
FIG. 3. The control algorithm 300 receives various machine
operating parameters as inputs and, on the basis of these
parameters, provides appropriate outputs that can limit trans-
mission power output under low speed and high load engine
operating conditions. In the illustrated embodiment, addi-
tional inputs are shown that can permit the algorithm 300 to
determine the cooling capacity of the machine engine system,
in real time. In the illustrated embodiment, the control algo-
rithm 300 may be operating within the engine governor, for
example, governor 232 shown in FIG. 1, and provide appro-
priate commands to the transmission controller 250, which
controls and adjusts operation of the transmission 208.

Accordingly, the control algorithm 300 provides a trans-
mission output torque limit 302 and, optionally, an alert sig-
nal 304. The transmission output torque limit 302 may be a
signal indicative of the maximum allowed torque at the output
of the transmission, for example, the output shaft 212 of the
transmission 208, as shown in FIG. 2. Such signal may be
provided from the governor 232 to the transmission controller
250 via the bus 256. The alert signal 304 may be a signal that
is activated when the control algorithm 300 is activated to
reduce transmission power output and cause, in an appropri-
ate manner, an audible, visual and/or other type of notification
to be provided to the operator, for example, by sounding a
buzzer, illuminating a lamp and other known methods for
displaying information to a machine operator.

Inputs to the control algorithm 300 may include various
machine and/or engine operating parameters. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the control algorithm receives signals
indicative of engine speed 306, transmission output speed
308 and other transmission torque limits 310. The engine
speed 306 may be provided by a sensor associated with the
engine and configured to provide a signal indicative of the rate
of rotation of an engine output shaft, for example, the engine
speed sensor 238 (FIG. 2). Transmission output speed may be
provided by a drive-train sensor configured to provide a signal
indicative of the transmission output speed, for example, the
drive-train sensor 247 shown in FIG. 2. The other torque
limits 310 may include various normal limitations on trans-
mission output torque, for example, operator controls, trans-
mission operation suspension when a service brake of the
machine is engaged, and the like.

Optionally, the control algorithm 300 may further receive
signals indicative of the engine cooling capacity of the
machine. Such signals may include engine coolant tempera-
ture 312, ambient temperature 314, ground speed 316, and the
like. The control algorithm may further receive signals
indicative of the operating state of the machine cooling sys-
tem such as the operating state of a thermostat, for example,
the thermostatic valve 218 (FIG. 2). In the illustrated embodi-
ment, such signals can be provided by various sensors such as
the engine coolant sensor 260 and other sensors, or by signals
monitoring various commands provided to system and/or
engine actuators. These signals may be useful in calculating
or otherwise determining the cooling capacity of the power-
train 200 under real operating conditions, but such calcula-
tions may be optional and omitted in favor of predetermined
cooling capacity assumptions, which can be used to provide
consistent and repeatable machine operation under any envi-
ronmental conditions.
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A particular implementation for one embodiment of the
control algorithm 300 is shown in FIG. 3. In this embodiment,
the various optional signals that can permit calculation of the
system cooling capacity have been omitted in favor of prede-
termined cooling capacity assumptions for the system that are
incorporated in the control scheme shown. Accordingly, the
particular implementation of the control algorithm 300
shown in FIG. 4 receives as inputs engine speed 306, trans-
mission output speed 308, and a torque limit 310. The engine
speed 306 is provided to a function or lookup table 402 that is
populated or provides a value for the maximum transmission
output power 404 that corresponds to any given engine speed
306 input. The maximum transmission output power 404
provided by the lookup table 402 is pre-determined based on
the maximum cooling capability of the engine for the corre-
sponding engine speed. As shown in the illustration of FIG. 4,
the lookup table 402 is configured to provide an increasing
transmission power with increasing engine speed over a con-
trolled region 406 until a maximum engine speed 408 is
reached. For engine speeds above the maximum engine speed
408, a power limit 410 is provided that is maintained rela-
tively constant for increasing engine speed. In this way, a
maximum transmission output power value or limit is pro-
vided for each engine speed value. For higher engine speed
values, the transmission power limit is increased, but for
lower engine speed values, the power limit is decreased.

The maximum transmission output power 404 is provided
to a power to torque correlation function or, as illustrated, a
power to torque lookup table 412. The lookup table 412
receives as a second input the transmission output speed 308,
which is indicative of transmission output torque when cor-
related to transmission output power. Viewed from a different
perspective, the transmission output speed 308 can also be
indicative of or at least correlated to machine ground speed
insofar as the output of the transmission drives the ground
engaging members of the machine either directly or indi-
rectly. The power to torque lookup table 412 is populated with
predetermined values for transmission output torque limits
414, which are determined, for example, by interpolation,
based on the then present transmission output power 404 limit
and transmission output speed 308. The transmission output
torque limit 414 is appropriately selected to maintain engine
operation within acceptable parameters and within the capa-
bility of the engine cooling system for each operating condi-
tion.

The transmission output torque limit 414 is compared with
the externally provided torque limit 310 at a comparator 415.
The minimum torque value between the transmission output
torque limit 414 and of the other torque limits 310 is selected
and provided as an output of the control algorithm 300 as the
final transmission output torque limit 302. In those instances
when a transmission torque limit 414 is used to limit trans-
mission torque, a sentry function 416 may provide the alarm
signal 304, informing the operator that a limit to the
machine’s operation has been invoked.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present disclosure is applicable to machines and, more
particular, to machines having a finite engine cooling capacity
for engines operating transmissions capable of causing the
engine to overheat when the engine operates at high load and
low speed conditions. One exemplary method for limiting
transmission output power based on engine operating condi-
tions to prevent engine overheating under certain operating
conditions is shown in the flowchart of FIG. 5.
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In accordance with the illustrated method, the engine is
operated at an engine speed and engine load at 502, and the
transmission is operated at an equivalent gear ratio or other
operating condition at 504. The engine speed is used as a
primary control parameter to determine a maximum trans-
mission output power limit at 506. In one embodiment, the
maximum transmission output power limit corresponds to a
cooling system capacity limit that is required to avoid engine
overheating or, stated differently, a cooling system capacity
that is required to maintain the engine’s operating tempera-
ture within an acceptable operating range.

The maximum transmission output power is converted to a
maximum transmission output torque based on the a trans-
mission output speed at 508. The maximum transmission
output torque corresponds to the torque limit at the output of
the transmission that, at the then present engine speed, allows
for sufficient capacity in the engine cooling system to main-
tain an acceptable engine operating temperature and avoid
engine overheating.

The maximum transmission output torque limit is com-
pared with other transmission operating torque limits at 510,
and the lowest transmission torque limit is selected at 512 to
operate the transmission.

It should be appreciated that the systems and methods
described herein can be implemented in various forms. For
example, an engine torque output limit can be imposed
instead of or in addition to the torque limits described, for
example, by de-rating the engine’s output power on the basis
of'engine speed. Moreover, the steps of determining the maxi-
mum transmission output power and/or torque can be accom-
plished by use of extrapolation or interpolation on the basis of
predetermined values, for example, using lookup tables, or
may alternatively be calculated based on an estimation of the
engine cooling capacity of the system. When estimating such
cooling capacity, additional parameters such as engine cool-
ant temperature, ambient temperature, altitude, transmission
oil temperature, ground speed, cooling fan speed, and other
parameters affecting the convective cooling of an engine’s
radiator may be used.

It will be appreciated that the foregoing description pro-
vides examples of the disclosed system and technique. How-
ever, it is contemplated that other implementations of the
disclosure may differ in detail from the foregoing examples.
All references to the disclosure or examples thereof are
intended to reference the particular example being discussed
at that point and are not intended to imply any limitation as to
the scope of the disclosure more generally. All language of
distinction and disparagement with respect to certain features
is intended to indicate a lack of preference for those features,
but not to exclude such from the scope of the disclosure
entirely unless otherwise indicated.

Recitation of ranges of values herein are merely intended to
serve as a shorthand method of referring individually to each
separate value falling within the range, unless otherwise indi-
cated herein, and each separate value is incorporated into the
specification as if it were individually recited herein. All
methods described herein can be performed in any suitable
order unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly
contradicted by context.

We claim:

1. A machine, comprising:

an engine;

an engine cooling system associated with the engine and

configured to remove engine heat from the engine;

a transmission, the transmission connected to the engine

and configured to transmit engine power from the engine
to a driven load, the transmission controlling an amount
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of engine power transmitted to the driven load in
response to a transmission command signal;
a controller associated with the engine and the transmis-
sion, said controller providing the transmission com-
mand signal, the controller disposed to:
determine an engine operating condition including a
current engine speed;

determine a transmission operating condition; and

adjust the transmission command signal to reduce the
amount of engine power transmitted to the driven
load, while the engine continues to operate at the
current engine speed, and when the engine operating
condition indicates that the engine cooling system
removes insufficient heat from the engine, such that
the amount of engine power transmitted to the driven
load allows for sufficient capacity in the engine cool-
ing system to maintain an acceptable engine operating
temperature and avoid engine overheating.

2. The machine of claim 1, wherein the transmission is a
continuously variable transmission (CVT), and wherein the
engine cooling system may remove insufficient engine heat
under low engine speed and high engine load conditions.

3. The machine of claim 1, wherein the transmission oper-
ating condition includes a transmission output speed, and
wherein adjusting the transmission command signal to reduce
the amount of engine power transmitted to the driven load is
accomplished when the engine speed is below a threshold
engine speed value.

4. The machine of claim 3, wherein the controller includes
a correlation between a plurality of threshold engine speed
values and corresponding reduced power amounts that the
transmission transmits to the driven load, wherein the con-
troller further includes a correlation between the reduced
power amounts and transmission speed, which provides a
maximum transmission output torque limit, and wherein the
controller adjusts the transmission command signal based on
the maximum transmission output torque limit.

5. The machine of claim 1, wherein the driven load is a
machine propel system that includes one or more ground
engaging members.

6. The machine of claim 1, wherein the machine is a motor
grader.

7. The machine of claim 1, wherein reducing the amount of

engine power transmitted to the driven load does not limit an
engine power output.

8. A cooling-based power limiting system, comprising:

apower plant producing useable power, wherein the power
plant is an internal combustion engine;

a cooling unit associated with the power plant and having a
cooling capacity that depends on power plant operating
conditions;

a driven system operating on the useable power, wherein
the driven system is a propel system that includes at least
one ground engaging member;

atransmission connected between the power plant and the
driven system and configured to transfer power therebe-
tween, said transmission implementing a power limit
when transferring power from the power plant to the
driven system in response to a transmission power limit
command, wherein the power limit of the transmission is
a torque limit at an output of the transmission that is
connected to the propel system; and

a controller associated with the power plant, the cooling
unit and the transmission, the controller being config-
ured to lower the power limit of the transmission when
the power plant is operating under a condition in which
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the cooling capacity is insufficient to cool the power

plant, wherein the controller is disposed to:

determine an engine speed of the internal combustion
engine;

determine a transmission output speed of the transmis-
sion;

calculate a maximum transmission output power based
on the engine speed, the maximum transmission out-
put power depending on a maximum cooling capacity
of the cooling unit;

calculate a maximum transmission output torque limit
based on the maximum transmission output power
and the transmission output speed;

compare the maximum transmission output torque limit
with other transmission output torque limits;

select a lowest one of the maximum transmission output
torque limit and the other transmission output torque
limits; and

provide the transmission power limit command based on
the lowest one of the limits.

9. The cooling-based limiting system of claim 8, wherein
lowering the power limit of the transmission in the controller
has no effect on an allowable power output of the power plant.

10. The cooling-based limiting system of claim 8, wherein
conditions in which the cooling capacity is insufficient to cool
the power plant occurs when the power plant is operating at a
high power output and a low speed.

11. The cooling-based limiting system of claim 8, wherein
the power plant is an internal combustion engine mounted on
amachine, and wherein the driven system is a machine propel
system that includes at least one ground engaging member.

12. A method for limiting power transmitted from an
engine through a transmission in a machine powertrain, the
engine associated with a cooling system, the method com-
prising:

operating the engine at an engine speed and engine load;

operating the transmission at a transmission ratio;

determining a maximum transmission output power limit
using the engine speed as a primary control parameter
based on a cooling capacity of the cooling system;

calculating a maximum transmission output torque limit
based on the maximum transmission output power limit
and a transmission output speed;

comparing said maximum transmission output torque limit

with other transmission output torque limits;

using a lowest one of said limits to adjust the transmission

ratio such that the transmission operates below the low-
est one of said limits; and

adjusting the transmission ratio based on the maximum

transmission output power limit.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising determin-
ing a maximum transmission output torque limit based on the
maximum transmission output power limit and a transmis-
sion output speed.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein a maximum allow-
able engine load remains unchanged when the transmission
ratio is adjusted.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein adjusting the trans-
mission ratio is carried out when the engine speed is below a
corresponding engine speed threshold and a transmission
output torque is above a corresponding transmission torque
threshold.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising providing
an alert to a machine operator when adjusting the transmis-
sion ratio.
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17. The method of claim 12, further comprising estimating
the cooling capacity.

12



